
NEWSLETTER 
March 19, 2017

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY: First Christian Reformed Church of 
Sioux Falls, SD, is seeking a full-time Director of Youth Ministry. First CRC 
is a dynamic and growing congregation of 1300 members committed to 
local, regional and global Christ-centered ministry. A Position Description 
is available upon request.  Applications can be sent to First Christian 
Reformed Church, 2811 East 26th  Street, Sioux Falls, SD, 57103, or 
to office@firstchristianreformed.org.   

REFORMATIONAL DEVOTIONS:  The year 2017 marks the 500th 
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. To help us celebrate and 
appreciate the great Reformed doctrines of grace, Pastor Cal has been 
writing daily devotionals based on the Heidelberg Catechism. He began 
on January 1 and will continue through December 31, covering one Lord’s 
Day each week (Sunday-Saturday). To be encouraged daily in grace and 
truth, go to http://firstchristianreformed.org/news/category/daily-bible-
readings.  

TUITION ASSISTANCE MINISTRY:  Applications are now available for 
Christian day school tuition assistance for the 2017/18 school year.  The 
application can be accessed under the Resources tab on First CRC's web 
page.  You can also access it directly at TADS.com and click on First 
CRC's form where it asks for the school.   The cost per application is 
$39.00 and the deadline is April 15, 2017.  Please contact a committee 
member if you have any questions or require additional assistance.

PALM SUNDAY CHOIR:  5th, 6th and 7th grade students: Those 
students who will be singing with the choir on Palm Sunday, please come 
to the choir room at 9:30 am on March 26 and April 2.  We will meet in the 
sanctuary at 8 am on Palm Sunday, April 9.

NATIONAL HEALTHCARE DECISIONS DAY: It Always Seems Too 
Soon, Until It’s Too Late:  Every year, during the month of April, we 
recognize National Healthcare Decisions Day—a reminder of the 
importance of having the conversation about your personal end-of-life 
wishes with your family and then having that information documented. 
But how do you start the conversation? 

Join us on Thursday, April 6th at 7:00 pm (Classroom 1) to learn more 
about advanced care directives and how you can make your wishes 
known.  There will be a short presentation about ACDs and then we will 
have a time of discussion.  If you are not able to be at the meeting, but 
would like help in facilitating a conversation, contact Kari Davelaar.  She 
would be happy to share this information on an individual basis,  with 
small groups, or with family groups. There are also informational 
meetings scheduled during the month of April sponsored by both 
hospital systems. Contact Kari for dates and times.
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RESILIENT: You are invited to attend the showing of the 
documentary  Resilient on May 1 at 7:30 pm.  This is a short 
documentary featuring Judy Bode, sister of June Bloem. Judy was 
diagnosed with a thought-to-be incurable cancer at the age of 10.   That 
was 46 years ago! Her story includes coming to understand just how 
sick she was as a child, and learning how that miraculous cure impacted 
her life, her education, and her faith.  Her documentary, follows 
her  journey of cancer, secondary malignancies, heart failure, heart 
transplant, and recovery. This award winning film was produced for the 
purpose of educating and equipping cancer patients, communities, 
medical students, and  physicians about the late effects of cancer 
cures.   Resilient  includes personal testimony of cancer survivors and 
expert interviews with cardiologists and oncologists about these late 
effects. You may view the trailer here:   https://vimeo.com/147913748

There are many reasons that Judy should not have survived these 
multiple life threatening diagnoses.   Yet, by God's seemingly endless 
grace, He has chosen to sustain her life.   Judy will speak at the event. 
You will learn and grow from her experiences as a cancer survivor, a 
heart transplant recipient, and as a child of God.

SAFE FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN:  Every day there is a family in our 
community facing crisis.  Safe Families for Children provides temporary 
crisis care for families in need who don’t have other support available. We 
partner with churches across South Dakota to make living out biblical 
hospitality and sharing Christ’s love a reality in our community.

If you are curious about the ministry and how you can get involved, we will 
be hosting a series of informational meetings on the second Monday of 
each month throughout the spring at 7:00 pm at the offices of Bethany 
Christian Services (400 S. Sycamore, Suite 103-1).  Choose a date that 
work for you and join us for an interactive informational meeting:  Monday, 
A p r i l 1 0 , M o n d a y, M a y 8 , M o n d a y, J u n e 1 2 .  R S V P 
t o  s i o u x f a l l s @ s a f e f a m i l i e s . n e t  o r c o n t a c t K a r i D a v e l a a r 
kari@firstchristianreformed.org for more information.

LENT PROJECT: Give Up In Order to Give!  In conjunction with First 
CRC's summer mission trip to Ukraine, we as a congregation are 
participating in a Lenten focus on Ukraine and our support of Arise! 
Ukraine.  Continue to follow along with your calendar throughout Lent. 
Each week there is a focus or goal with reminders about what life is like for 
the youth in Ukraine.  We encourage you to read the listed Bible passages 
as a family, reflect on the great gifts God has blessed us with, and think 
about what you might be able to give up in order to bless the people of 
Ukraine. Along with the calendar you will find a corresponding envelope to 
place your money in for that week. These offering  envelopes can be 
returned on Easter Sunday, April 16.  Feel free to also check out http://
ar iseukr.com/camp-ministry/  to see First CRC’s involvement 
with Crosswinds English camp. We will be sending our group there in June 
2017. 
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SENIORS AND FRIENDS: March social-Thursday March 16, at 6:30 pm. 
Dinner in a banquet room at 10th Street Pizza Ranch.  Bring your favorite 
table games to follow,. All First CRC and Shalom seniors are invited. No 
reservations needed. Call Dee (334-2579) or Dorothy (372-4576) if you 
have questions. 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
C h e c k o u t a l l t h e s m a l l g r o u p o p p o r t u n i t i e s a t 
www.firstchristianreformed.org.  If you have any questions contact 
melissa@firstchristianreformed.org.  

LENT SERMON & STUDY: You can still join us for a 6-week Lenten 
Sunday Bible Study from March 5-April 9 at 5:00pm in the Fireside Room. 
 It will be led by Pastor Cal and based on the Gospel Project Bible Study: 
“SAVED: Life in the face of Death.”

If you haven’t paid for your “SAVED: Life in the face of Death” ($7) or Tim 
Keller workbook ($10), please put a check (1st CRC) or cash in Melissa/
Trent Prins’ mailbox.    

YOUTH MINISTRY 
JHM:  Spring Retreat: The annual Junior High Spring Retreat will be at 
Inspiration Hills April 7-9.  Look for more information soon.

HSM:  March 19, HSM will meet in small groups in your leader’s home at 
6:30pm.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
FIRST CRC PLAYDATES:  Come and join us for Tuesday morning 
playdates! If you are tired of being in the house and need a place for the 
kids to run off some energy, we would love to have you join us on 
Tuesdays from 9:00-10:30 am in the Activity Center. There will be some 
toys set up that the kids can play with during this time. Come and meet 
some new friends while the kids burn off some energy! 

PIZZA!  First CRC GEMS are selling Papa Murphy's Coupon Cards to 
raise money for our club! Each coupon card costs $10 with a $28 value 
and they never expire!! They are good at all Sioux Falls, Brandon, and 
Mitchell locations. Contact your favorite GEM, Megan Vander Haar or 
Jessica Overman at gems1stcrc@yahoo.com to get yours today!

VBS SAVE THE DATE:  Save the dates on your calendar for June 
11-15th. “Maker Fun Factory” is the theme this year. Created by God, 
Built for a Purpose.
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DEACON’S MINISTRY WEEKLY SCHEDULE  March 19-25 , 2017 
SUNDAY: 8:30/10:00 am Worship/Children’s Church/SS

10:00 am Sioux Falls Flourishing Church 
9:30 am Choir
5:00 pm Worship
6:30 pm HSM

MONDAY: 10:30 am Senior Circuit
6:45 pm Coffee Break
6:45 pm Men’s Life

TUESDAY: 9:00 am Kids Play Group
10:30 am Senior Circuit
6:30 pm NAMI
6:30 pm Pickleball

WEDNESDAY: 6:15 am Men of Integrity
8:30 am Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am Center of Hope/Men’s Life 
9:45 am Coffee Break for Women
6:30 pm Handbell Practice
6:30 pm Tim Keller Lent Bible Study
6:30 pm GEMS

THURSDAY: 9:00 am MOPS Steering Meeting
7:00 pm Praise Team Practice

FRIDAY: 10:30 am Senior Circuit

SATURDAY:  7:30 am Men of Integrity

March 12, 2017 OFFERING AMOUNT 

General Fund 10,443.00
Building Fund 272.00
Faith Promise 685.00
Ministry Shares 3,410.31
Tuition Support 1,645.00
TOTAL 16,455.31

REVERSE OFFERING: Don’t forget to bring your Reverse Offering 
items for the St. Francis House!  The items will be collected at a table in 
the Activity Center on March 19th and 26th.  The St. Francis House is a 
homeless shelter that provides emergency and transitional housing for 
men, women, and families in need, providing daily meals, basic 
necessities, showers, case management services to their Guests.

March 19: Offering of the Day is for Tuition Assistance.  Tuition 
assistance provides financial support for families who are in need of help 
with the cost of Christian school tuition.

March 26:  Offering of the Day is for the I.T.E.M.  International Training 
and Equipping Ministries is contending earnestly for the faith, providing 
previously untrained pastors with a biblical and theological foundation, 
and training African trainers who will be able to train others on their own. 

 



BULLETIN BOARD 
1 s t C R C N e w s l e t t e r a n n o u n c e m e n t s m a y b e s e n t t o 
office@firstchristianreformed.org.  These are due by noon on 
Wednesday.

CHURCH MAILBOXES:  If you have an item for someone that 
does not fit into their mailbox, do NOT place it on top of the 
mailboxes, but instead put it in the cabinet labeled “oversized 
items”.  Please take one the attached notes from the cabinet and 
put it into their mailbox to alert them of the item.  

ALPHA CENTER:  The Alpha Center annual fundraiser dinner is on April 
28.  Anyone who is interested in partnering with the Alpha Center either 
as a volunteer or financially and would like to learn more about the Alpha 
Center is welcome to come to this free dinner. Contact Emily Buckmiller 
for more details at 605-216-8453 or emilykauk14@gmail.com by April 
3rd.

PIZZA RANCH FUNDRAISER: Come eat, donate and show your 
support for Gary Van Voorst Wednesday, March 29, 2017 from 5:00-8:00 
pm at the East 10th Street location.  They have an updated goal of 
$32,000 for an updated handicapped van. If you are unable to attend, 
check out Gary’s GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/garys-
wheelchair-van-fund

CORNERSTONE PRISON CHURCH:  Save the Date! Cornerstone 
Prison Church Council, Board and Congregation would like to invite you 
to the Annual Benefit Banquet Monday, April 10, 2017. Please join us at 
Trinity Christian Reformed Church, Rock Valley, IA at 6:30 p.m. Doors 
will open at 6:00 p.m. Save your spot by calling Trinity CRC 
at 712-476-5292 or go to our website www.cornerstonepcsd.org.  Enjoy 
an evening of fun, food and fellowship as we listen to Gale Van Engen 
and Arlyn Boon perform and hear how the hope of Jesus Christ is 
working in hearts and lives of inmates in the South Dakota State 
Penitentiary!

BIG SOO COUPON BOOKS:  Big Soo Coupon Books have been 
discounted to $35.00!  The Youth Group still keeps $10 for every book 
sold.  There are coupons for 76 different restaurants in and around Sioux 
Falls, Golf Courses, Great Bear, Great Plains Zoo, Thunder Road, Wild 
Water West, car washes, oil changes, and many other household and 
auto goods and services.  Please pick your Big Soo Book at the church 
office!

THANK YOU:  Pastor Jerry and Sharon Buwalda thank you for your 
prayers and encouragement through visits, cards, remembrances, and 
comforting words as we mourn the loss of our son James.  The love and 
support of our Christian family makes all the difference.  You are a 
wonderful blessing to us.

BEAUTIFUL LIFE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE:  All women are invited to 
the Beautiful Life Women’s Conference on Saturday, April 1 at the 
American Reformed Church in Luverne, MN.  Doors open at 8:00 am with 
a continental breakfast; conference is from 9:00 am-2:00 pm.   Rachel 
Barrentine - singer, songwriter, speaker - will weave her personal narrative 
of music, chronic sickness, goofiness, and grace in a way that ignites 
fresh faith in her listeners as she challenges us to “Be Brave”.  
Registration is available online at www.beautifullifeconferences.org or by 
calling the church office at 507-283-8600.   Cost is $25 before March 26; 
$30 after, and includes dinner from The Bluestem. 
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